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My Lok p, 


OUR Lordſhip having tidel 
the Eyes of the Clergy of your 
Dioceſe upon 2 Book, f off 
which I own my {elf to be * 
the Author; and having gi- 
ven ſueh a Repreſentation of 
the Doctrines contain'd-in it, | 
and of the Author, as might juſtly ( if it 
be true) make them Both deteſted 45 
the World. I cannot, in Juſtice to thoſe Prin- 
les, which I have there aſſerted, and to my 
le who have ſo much Cauſe 10 complain o 0 
ill Uſage, but trouble your Lordſhip in this 
publick Manner, It is with the utmoſt Re- 
A 2 luctance 


ES 3 


luctance and Uneaſineſs that I am forc'd to 
enter into Controverſy with your Lordſhip, 


whilſt your Lordſhip declares, that you have 
7 _—_ 1 i Triention to. ater into Controverſy with me. 
But 1 cannot, I will not, be fo far wantin 
to my ſelf, as to fit paſſive under fo . 
1 P. 21. 2 Defamation, as attempting to * undermine 
7 the great Truths of Chriſtianity ; which I know 
to be my Duty and I have as true a Con- 
cern to aſſert and vindicate, as your Lord- 
ſhip .can have. 
{ Your Lordſhip has been pleas'd to repre- 
i ſent the Pamphlet, which has the Misfortune 
1 to diſpleaſe you, as a Tra& which contains 
P. 18, © || pernicious Doctyine; and as one of thoſe 
Ibid. Books, which * ALL good Men wiſh to have 
buried in perpetual Oblivion. I am willi 
to hope that your Lordſhip does e 
your Notions of Goodneſs to only ſuch as de- 
clare againſt the Deſign of my Book, and that, 
*ALL good Men, by a known Figure of IF* 
Speech, ſignifies no more than SOME. Per- 
haps a great many, who are good, diſlike the 
Notion that Involuntary Errors are Innocent: 
It may be true, that a great many good Chri- 
_ flians are averſe to that Notion ; but notwith- 
ſtanding that, the Notion may be true, and 
- *tis the more to be lamented, that good Chri- 
fans can be brought to a Diſlike of the One 
only Method, which if purfued, would heal, 
their Breaches, and make Chriſtian Charity 
extend as far as the Profeſſion of Chriſtianity 
it felf, But whether ALL good Men, or Some 
only diſhke my Book, is not the Point in 
hand, nor worth a Controverſy with your 
Lordſhip. But what I inſiſt on, is, That my 
Book is brought into a Diſpute, and the A 
: thor 
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3 
thor of it loaded with the heavieſt Charge, 
for Doctrines and Not ions t contained in 
it. Your Lordſhip was called upon, not by 
me, to Name the Author, or Authors who had 
taught the Doctrines you are 10 diſpleas d 
with in your Cherge; and in Anſwer to this 
Challenge, your Lordſhip alludes to one Book, 
not publiſhed till four Months at leaſt AFTER 
your Charge was given; and expreſsly name 
my Book, which, your Lordſhip is fo good 


o the Point in hand. 

But to do Juſtice to yottr Lordſhip and to 
my ſelf, and to the common Reader, I ſhall 
Ibeg leave to repeat the Paragraph in your 

Charge, which The Innocency of Error is pro- 
duced to. countenance. * Some, fays your 
* Lordſhip, have. ſo far proceeded in this 
Scheme of general Comprehenſion, or rather 
Confuſion, as to aſſert, that ALL Sorts of 
Errors, except thoſe, which immediately 
relate to Practice, are innocent and unblame- 
able. With theſe Men, one may perhaps 
deſerve the Name of an Heretick, who 
outwardly profeſſeth ſomething he inward- 
ly diſbelieves, and in that Senſe condemns 
himſelf: But in any other Caſe, beſides this 
of acting directly againſt the Dictates of 
Conſcience, under which, *tis on all hands 
confefſed to be a Fault to defend the Truth 
it felf, They plainly intimate, that there 
is no Harm in maintaining even the Do- 
ctrine of Mabomet, or any other, tho' ever 
fo oppoſite to the Chriſtian Revelation. We 
mutt not therefore wonder to hear it af- 
firmed, that in order to be juſtified before 
God, there is no need of any thing _— | 

* than 


Sas to bear + me witneſs, does not come up p. 20. 


8) | 
* than to act agreeably to our preſent Per fua- 
fon, or in other Terms, with Sincerity; 
or that equal Degrees of this Quality, will 
in all Caſes (for I find no Exception made) 
* entitle Men to equal Degrees of divine Fa- 
* vour. Whence it follows, [N. B.] that They 
who denied, or even crucified our Saviour, 
provided they did it without Remorſe or He- 


* fitation, might deſerve an equal Reward with 7 
* thoſe, who are Martyrs for him? Thus "31 


far the Charge. | 

In this Paragraph there were no fewer than 
Six Miſtakes and *Miſrepre E charg'd 
upon your Lordſhip by the B. of Bangor; 
and thoſe ſo palpable, that He did not ſcru- 
ple to defy your Lordſhip to name the Man 
or Men who had ever maintain'd or aſſerted 
any of them. In Anſwer to this it is that 
your Lordſhip has thought fit to name The 
Innocency of Error, as a Book which aſſerts 
and maintains the Doctrines you oppoſe. TI | 
muſt entreat your Patience whilſt I examine | 
each of theſe Miſrepreſentations, and ſhew | 
your Lordſhip that not One of them is in 
the Book you cite as your Evidence. 

My Lord B. of Bangor ſays, * 1. © I here 
call upon the Biſhop to name One ſerious 
© Writer (I ſay ſo much as One) who has 
taught, that ALL forts of Error, except 
© Thoſe which immediately relate to Practice, 


are unblameable: Or, who has laid down any 


* thing tending this way, without the expreſs 
© Suppoſition * [ I muſt deſire your Lordſhip 
to take ſome Notice of this] © of theſe Errors 
being embraced as Truth, AFTER the moſt | 
* ſerious and ſincere Enquiry and Conſide- 
ration; or who has not allowed and con- 

. © tended 


. 


< tended that Errors that are voluntary, that 
« js, embraced thro a Diſregard to Truth, 


or a Prejudice againſt it, and thro a wil 


ful Neglect of Information and Conſidera- 


„tion; that theſe Errors are blameable, and in 


© Religion have a Sinfulneſs in them which 
* ariſes from the Wil. 


this Challenge? Why, that after due Care 


and Circumſpection i. e. upon your Exami- 
nation, and your faithful Repreſentation, you 
And this Notion taught by the Author of The 


Innocency of Error; and in Evidence you cite 
five or fix Paſſages. Now 

1. If I know now, or did know then my 
own Intentions, I declare it was not my 
Deſign or Thought, that All ſorts of Er- 
* rors, except thoſe which immediately re- 
late to Practice, are unblameable. That 


your Lordſhip may ſee this, be pleaſed to 


look into the Second Edition, (an Edition 
which I do not find your Lordſhip cites, 
and which therefore I ſend with this) and 
in the Preface, p. 1. you will meet with this 
Declaration. My Deſign was to ſhew how 
* Innocent a thing it is to be miſtaken in 
any Matter where Indufry and Honeſty, 
Diligence and Sincerity had been applied 
to find put Truth: That God would ne- 
ver puniſh a Man for his Irooluntary Er- 
© rors, IF he had been ſincere in his Searches 


after the Divine Will, Vid. Pref. p. 4, 5. 


6, 7. But your Lordſhip citing the Firſt 
Edition of That Pamphlet, I muſt look in- 
to the Book it ſelf. Therefore 


2. After having mention'd ſeveral Cauſes 
pf Ecor, and ſhowy them to be not puoilh- 
| 320 4 77 142 — able, 


* 


What Reply does your Lordſhip make to Def. p18. 


| 


4 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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„able, I put the Queſtion, + Whether no fort 


of Error be Criminal ? The Anſwer is, 1, 
All voluntary Errors are Criminal. 2dly, 
An Heretick will be juftified not becauſe | 
he is paſſionate, &c. but becauſe his Ertors 
are involuntary. He doth bis beft to rid him- 
felf of that Slavery which ties down his 
Mind to Error, but finds himſelf unable to 
gain the Maſtery, &c. zdly, * A Man may * 
be branded with the Ignominious Characters, 
&c. but if he be 17 and ſincere, | how is 

that? ] and hath done his Left to rid himſelf of ⁶ 
thoſe Notions, &c. To name one more Place; 


upon recapitulating what I had been proving 


F Defence, 


P. 20. 


in the Whole, I ſay, |} © The only purtiſhable 9 
Errors are ſuch as are Voluntary, or proceed 
* from Negligetce : And in the next Page, 


© It cannot be Criminal unleſs it [Error] pro- 
* ceeds from Negligence in ſearching after the 2 - 


Will of God, and enquiring into his Laws; 
© or elſe from Vilfulneſ.. I might cite num- 
berleſs Paſſages more to the ſame purpoſe, | 
which ate ſb expreſs that your Lordſhip could 
not but-own, what I thank your Lordſhip 
for, and what I'll therefore uſe as a 

za Argument. + * This Author ſometimes 
* ſpeaks of Sincerity, and of ſearching after 
© the Truth. It had been no Favor, but 
Juſtice to have ſaid generally, inſtead of, ſome - 
times, as the Impartial Reader will ſee upon 


peruſing the Book it ſelf. Upon this I ap- 


peat to your Lordſttip yourſelf, whether I 
ave not condemn'd Other Errors beſides 
thoſe which ſolely relate to Practice; and 
whether your mentioning The Innocency f 
Error, be any Juſtification of the Aſſertion 
Which appear'd in your Lordſhip's __ 
4p 2 8 _ ct OG as t -l 
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that ſome had maintained ALL forts of Error 
except thoſe which immediately relate to 
< Practice to be innocennt. 
But yout Lordſhip has refer'd to ſeveral Paſ- 

fages which, you think juſtify All Errors but 
Practical ones. To this I anſwer in general. 
1. Suppoſing, not allowing, that One or AN 
the Paſſages produced did aſſert All Errors, 


but Practical ones, to be unblameable, yet this 


would only prove that I had contradicted my 
ſelf: ſince in ſo many moteiplaces;'and wher 

Lexpreſsly declare what I deſign d, I declare 
ALL Voluntary Errors to bè erithmal; and en- 
tirely put the Innocency of Error upon its 
being voluntary. - And is the Notion br Opi- 
nion of a Man upon any Point to be: Judged 
of from accidental Sentences interſperſed; or 


from the general Tenor of ' a profelſed Defigt: 


in any Book? 2. Suppofing that the Senten- 
ces cited by your Lordſhip had been entirely 
omit ted; as likewiſe ſome others; which men- 
tion Evil Alion; No Mani tou'd have denied 
but that Ot he, Errors beſides Prad ical ones would 
then havc bee condemned, unloſs Pyactichl Er- 
rors and Voluntayy Errorsare of the fame Extent. 
Orii Practical Errors be Voluntayy Errors, They 
would have been equally condenm d, with or 
without thefe Senfences. From my putting 
therefore thoſe: Sentences in, the ot that 
will follow is only that I bad been needleſly 
cautions about Evil Practices, aud that I did not 
- always carry my Principle to as great a —_— 
as I might have done: it will noi follow that 
only Prafical Errors are blameable. However, 
your Lordſhip having produced theſe Senten- 
ces in proof that I maintain ALL Errors but 
46h T1009 200900650 $I ac 


(1 ) 
Practical ones to be innocent, I muft particu» 
larly examine each of them. Te | 
Defence p. The Firſt is this. * Whilſt Error continues 
19. in the Mind it has no other Evil in it than 
Thought has; which whilſt it has no con- 
nexion with Practice is never reckoned Evil. 
Your Lordſhip might have been ſo good as to 
have added the very next Words, and it would 
have been apparent that IJ here was ſpeaking 
upoh the expreſs Suppoſition of theſe Errors 
being embraced AFTER the moſt ſerious Eu- 
* Innocen. quzfy, * Should any one, I ſay, be 
Error, P.* FIRMLY PERSUA DED that God has a ſs- 
8. * cret Will, Cc. Again, © ſhould a Man miſ- 
© take the meaning of the Word 4yodver%; and 
* notwithſtanding ALL HE CAN DO in exam- 
- < ining and compa ing Texts of Seripture, 
* yet continue fixt in 'That as the only 
— Sc. And after theſe and other Inftari- 
ces. produced, this Paragraph is cloſed thug, 
»The Error it ſelf not being attended with 
any wicked Action — and at firſt embraced 
as a real Truth, AFTER our BEST EN- 


* DEAVOUR to know the Truth — under 


<: theſe Circumſtances will not be puniſhed. * 
Can Words be more expreſs to ſhew upon 
what Foundation I argued in that Place? 
The Caſe is put of ſuch © whoſe Errors have 
no neceſſary Connexion with Practice; but 
yet they may poſſibly have an Influence 
upon it. The Determination is, that 
FTheſe Erroneous Perſons are free from Guilt, 
if they do not break out into wicked Actions. 
i. e. If upon Occaſion of their Errors which 
are involuntasy they do not commit ſuch Acti- 
ons as are really voluntary; and criminal, be- 
cauſe not neceſſarily dependent on the 2 
whie 


11 
which is voluntary. Any of the Inſtances 
mentioned ſhew that this is the Meaning. 
® < Suppcſe any one ſhould think the Creed 
commonly call'd of 4thanaſius to be ſoagreeas+ 
ble to the Tenor of Scripture, that 'twould 
be inconſiſtent with the true Intent of the 
* Chriſtian Religion to have it expunged the 
Book of Common- Prayer. This Error has 


no neceſſary Connexion with Practice; and 
if it be the Reſult of a ſincere Endeavour to 


know the Truth, *tis plainly involuntary and 
innocent. Suppoſe now farther, that this 


Creed by lawful Governors, and in à regular 


manner were taken away quite; and upon 
this the Erroneous Perſon not only ſeparates 
from the Church, but imagines that no 


Faith is to be kept with Hereticks : that tis 
right to murder, fine, and impriſon ſuch. 


Men: Suppoſe him to be guilty of very e- 
normous Actions; I ſay that for theſe Actions 
He ſhall be puniſhed; they being ſtrictly cri- 
minal : not the neceſſary Effe& of the - 
poſed involuntary Miſtake, but of Careleſneſs, 
or Negligence, or Choice, or Prejudice in not 
conſidering as he onght. 


+ 2. The next Sentence your Lordſhip+ Def. p. 
cites for Proof, that I maintain All ſorts of 19. Lans. 


Errors but Practical ones to be innocent is this. 
© I conclude that either the Judge of Man- 
2 *© kind, Chriſt, who is over all God hleſſed for 
Nevermore, has not truly told us the Subjects 
of his Enquiry at the laſt Day, which would 
* be Blaſphemy to ſay, or elſe Errors which 
do not produce Evil Actions will not be pun- 
iſhed. * I muſt beg of your Lordſhip to thew 
the Fallacy of this Argument. Chriſt has de- 


clared only Actions, Ip Faſſous, not things in 
F 


which 


Error, 


—— — 


which we are Paſie, to be punfſhable. The 
Errors there mentioned are Puten, not Adi. 


on: therefore they are not püniſhable. If 
Errors are voluntary, the Effects of Choice, r 
wilful Prejudices, or Negligence, they are ſtrict- 
ly Als. And as I have expreſs'd my ſelf in 


the Anſwer to the Objections, which this Ob- 
fervat ion is brought to ſtrengthen; © If theſe 


© ft Motion of Evil Thoughts be indulged, 'if 
©we take Pleaſure in them, tis evident then | 


©. that we declare our Approbation of them, 
and conſequently we make them OUR OWN, 


© and by that means the Man is defiled, and 


WILL BE PUNISHED. * I here declare that 


| Def Þ 


19 Tan, 
Error. P, 
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the Man will be panihed for his Evil Thoughts, 
if he makes them HIS OWN; and I confirm 
this by obſerving, that our Saviour threatens 
only Worke#s of Triquity, Doers of Evil, and 
not ſuch erroneous, miſtaken Perſons, who 
are not Workers, not Doers, but Paſtroe, mv; 
Iuntary Sufferers. How does this prove that 
All but Practical Errors are unblameable, or 
that I have aſſerted any ſuch Notion? The 
zd Sentence is This. The fourth and laſt, 
and only bad ſort of Erroneous Perſons, are 
* {uch as err, and practice according to, and 
* juſtify their practical Errors. Had not 
Your Lordſhip ſtop'd here, the very next 
Words would have ſhewn the Reader the 
expreſs Suppoſtion I do not ſay, but the ex- 
preſs Declaration of the Grounds upon which 
they will be puniſhed. © Theſe *tis certain 
will meet with their Deſerts, the heavieſt 
*- of God's Puniſhments. * Why? I do not ſay 
becauſe their Errors are Pradical, as your 
Lordſhip here muſt repreſent me, but — © In 
uch there is a want of Honey; or which is 
£421 | « worſe, 
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£ worſe, the actual Practice of Diſbone ſiy, In- 
* ſincerity, and their Conſequents: Here is 
affected Ignorance, no deſire of Information 
cor Amendment: Here is a Breach of clear 
* poſitive Laws, AND the concurrence of 
* WILL and CHOICE to render it perfect 
Malice. Can Words expreſs it plainer, 
than theſe do, that Errors embraced thro' 
Diſregard to Truth, or a Prejudice againſt it, 
or thro' a wilful neglect of Information, are 
blameable? Your Lordſhip was. to name the 
ſerious Writer who had aſſerted ALL Errors 
but Practical ones to be innocent; and you 
Name me who here expreſsly contend that 
there actually aremany beſides Practical ones that 
are ſinful, and will meet with the heauzeft of God's 
Puniſhmeuts. There is but one Sentence more 
produced upon this Head, and That is in theſe 
Words. $92 bt 

_ * athly. Error is an Aſſent of the Mind 


* Def. P. 


Inno. 


to a thing as true which is not ſo, If this Error, P 3. 


* extend no farther than the Mind, tis what I 
call a ſimple Error. If a Man proceed up- 
* on this falſe Bottom to regulate his Practice, 
* ſuch Error is then call'd a Practical Error. 
* How far this latter ſort of Errors falls under 
* the Cognizance of Man, or of a much high- 
+ er Tribunal, that of God, will appear in the 
* enſuing Diſcourſe. In order to which tis 
clear beyond .Diſpute, that ſimple Errors 
* are not nor can be puniſhable. * Your 
Lordſhip, by topping here, has indeed produced 
Words which ſeem to favour what you charge 
me with: But had you cited the very next 
Words, every body would have ſeen that I 
was ſpeaking of ſuch ſimple Errors as are Tu- 
voluntary. For thus I go on, Firſt becauſe 

5 1 2 L 


wm 2 — ( —ùů—v—.. Po os 
X 2 2 833 


- | C9 
© in the Perceptions of the Mind Men are 
perfectly Paſſme,; and our Perceptions of 


. © things being in numberleſs Inftances quite 
different from what things really are in 


'* themſelves, --- we muſt neceſſarily err. 
And after an Inſtance to explain what I had 
been ſaying, TIadd-— In theſe --- Caſes, Men 
are as neceſſarily under Errors, as they are 


© neceſſary in their Perceptions, They cannot 


help continuing in their Miſtakes for Want of 
proper Means to rectify them; and therefore 
are no more to blame for not removing them 
than a Stone is too blame for moving when 
it is ampelPd, * 25 
Your Lordſhip ſees by what I have ſaid, 
that I do not take the Advantage of the Dif- 
ference of Editions, whereas I think I may 
with Juſtice obſerve, that in the Second Edi- 
tion, *tis not in the laſt Sentence quoted by 
You, Simple Errors are not, &c. but tis thus, 
Simple and Involuntary Errors are not, nor can 
be puniſhable. And for the ſame Reaſon 1 did 
Not cite the Third Sentence your Lordſhip 


has mentioned, as tis corrected in the Errata 


of the Second Edition, The only bad ſort of 
erroneous Perſons are ſuch as err voluntarily, 
It would have been Candid in your Lordſhip 
to have mentioned a Second Edition, eſpecially 
ſince the Book is produced for maintaining 
pernicious Doctrines, and to have compared the 
Sentences. you cite, and to have acquainted 
the common Reader with theſe Alterations 
that muſt neceſſarily prevent the perxicious 
Influence of my Doctrines. | | 

Let us now look back to the Occaſion of 
The Innocency of Error's being named. 

/t. Your Lordſhip was call d * 

| i L 
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ed to he obliged in Honour and Conſciente to name 

any one ſerious Writer who has aſſerted that 

© ALL ſorts of Error except thoſe which relate 

© to practice, are innocent, as + your Defence f P. 13; 
tells us. + Your Lordſhip then argues thus, Mid. 
Since there are ſome who have blaſphemed 
God, and vidiculed all revealed Religion, why 

© ſhould it occaſion ſo much Wonder, to hear 

| © of others, who maintain that all, except 


practical Errors are innocent? Your Lord- 
4 ſhip was to name a SERIOUS Writer, who had 


maintained the latter Notion z and you ar- 
gue that it might be maintained; Becauſe 
one that was NOT a SERIOUS Writer had 
treated a Point of great Moment in Revealed 
Religion, in a very fooliſh and unjuſtifiable 
Manner, | | 

2dly. The Objection againſt your Lord- 
ſhip 1s mentioned in your Defence, P.13. 
and then (I cannot conceive why) the An t 
ſwer is never ſo much as hinted at till | 
P. 19. Five whole Pages are ſpent in divert- 
ing the Reader about, How far a Man may 
charge another by Hearſay ; and then The In- 
nocency of Error is named, as the Book which 
afforded ſo much Occaſion of Offence, and 
which you had in view when you || collected 
* the Heads of Matter laid before your Clergy at 
* your Viſitation. 

But 3dly. Whatever your Lordſhip's Rea- 
ſons were for keeping at ſuch a Diftance the 
Challenge of naming one ſerious Writer of the 
Opinion you condemn, and the Anſwer to it, 
I concern not my ſelf with them. Juſt before 
The Innocency of Error is produced, You ſay, 
* left there ſhould remain in your Minds, or p. 19 
* thoſe of any other * — 

lea 


P. 12 


(Cie) 

leaſt Suſpicion, that in collecting ' thes 
* HEADS of MATTER laid before you at 
my Viſitation, any degree. of due Care or 
- «, © CxrcumſpeFion was wanting, I ſhall now de- 
1 ſire leave to ſet down a few Paſſages out of 
© many Which may be found in — the Iano- 
© cency of Error, c. The Prejudiced Rea- 
der here is told that the Innocency of Error, 
Bid. à Book © which. all good Men wiſh to have 
buried an perpetual Oblivion, a Book full 
of © pernicious Doctrines. --- This Book ſup- 
plied you with the HEADS of Matter con- 
demned in your Charge. But I muſt beg Leave 
to ask your Lordſhip, whether any of thoſe 
Dagrant. things which ftruck 'every Body's 
Eye and Thought in the Charge, but have in 
vain been look'd for in the Defence of the 
Charge, whether any of theſe are in the Inno- 
cency of Error? Is there any thing in that 
Book, which looks like ſaying, that the Cu. 
ciſters of Chrift might deſerve au equal Reward 
with thoſe who are Martyrs for him? Is there 
any thing that gives Countenance to ſuch a 
Not ion as this, That in the Mahometan Coun. 
* tries we may receive the Alcoran, in thoſe of 
India, the Doctrine of the Brahmans; and 
* profeſs all other Schemes of Superſtition or 
* Idolatry, which are found in any: Furt of the 
* World? ls there any thing that ſo much 
as implies that all Subſcriptions are to be made 
* with this tacit Reſervation, - viz.i 10 far as 
they are agreeable to Scripture? Your 
Lordihip was call'd upon to name that ſeriuns 
Writer who had maintained Theſe and other 
Doctrines which make the HEADS, or Prin- 
cipal Parts of your arge. Vour Anſwer is 
introduced with all the Solemnity ys; 
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Left there ſhould remain in your Minds the 
© Jeaſt Suſpicion, that in collecting the 
HEADS of Matter, &c. any Care or Circum- 
* ſpection was wanting. — And then you 
name the The Inocency of Error. No other 
Book, or Author is once named throughout 
your Lordſhip's Defence, as containing any 
of the Pernicions Do&rines you condemn'd in 
your Charge. Therefore your Clergy are to 
take it upon your Word that the Heads of 
© Matter laid before them at your Viſitation, * 
are all contain'd in this Oue Book. I muſt 
beg of Them, and of the unprejudiced Rea- 
ders, this common Juſtice, to believe only 
their own Eyes, and judge for themſelves 
with what Juſtice this Load is laid upon 
That Book. | 

But let us ſuppoſe that The Innocency of 
Error afforded only the Heads for the Doc- 
trines in this ove Paragraph of the Charge. 
© The Writer of the Poſtſcript (your Lordſhip 
ſeems extreamly cantious of naming any bo- 
dy's Name) demands of your Loxdſhip to 


name Þ one ſerious Writer who has ever plainly f P. 213. 
intimated, that in any Caſe beſides that of act᷑- 
ing direfly againſt the Difates of Conſcience, 


there is no Harm in maintaining even the Doc- 
trine of Mahomet. Your Lordſhip is pleas'd 
here too to name the Author of The Innocency 


of Error, in theſe remarkable Words, * And “ Defence, 
* ſo far is he from confining this Diſcourſe, f. 20. 


C The Innocency, &c.] to Chriſtians only, that 
he Pony implies he had no Deſign to ex- 
* clude Mahometans or Heathens : I need not 
peak a Word ( ſaith he, reckoning ſeveral 
* Sorts of ſimple Errors ) about the Heathens 
Sor the Mahometans, which make up, if we 

C believe 
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( 18 ) 
* beheve Mr. Brerewood's Computation, twenty- 
fix [read it 25 Parts of thirty of the World. 
© So that in this Writer's Account, the Er- 
* rors of all theſe Perſons are innocent, and 


© not puniſhable by God, unleſs they hap- 


pen to be Practical. 


Now 1. I muſt own my ſelf amazed that 
your Lordſhip ſhould mention a Sentence of 
mine, . which has only the Words, Heathens 
and Mahometans, in it, in order to prove that 


I aſſert that there is no harm in maintaining 


the Do#rine of Mahomet. I was urging that 
if all Errors were damnable, then, not to men- 


tion the Heathens and Mabometaus, All the 


Chriſtian World, except a very few, muſt 
be damned. Does it follow, that becaufe Al 
Chriſtians muſt be damned, if all Error is 
damnable, therefore all Errors are innocent but 
practical ones ? Or does it follow in your 
Lordſhip's way of Reaſoning, that becauſe I 
declare that I won't ſay a Word about ei- 


ther Heathens or Mahometans, or their Errors; 


therefore Their Errors are innocent, and not 
puniſhable unlefs they happen to be practi- 
cal? But it feems, © I reckon up ſeveral Sorts 
Jof ſimple Errors in that Argument. True. 
I reckon up every Sect of Chriſtians in the 
World, and I mention an Error that every 
one of them aſſents to. When this is done, 
tis added I] need not ſpeak a Word a- 
bout the Heatbens or the Mabometans, &c. 
The reafon is plain, becauſe They are al- 
lowd by All Chriſtians to be in Error, When 
therefore I had ſhewn the whole World to be 
in Error, and that of a Religious Nature, 
(except the Part I had excepted) I concluded 


that the whole World, (except our little Duſt 
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upon the Balance) muſt go into everlaſting 
Puniſhment, if all Error was damnable. Your 
Lordſhip ſhall be Fudge here, whether 1 © plain- 
* ly intimated that there is no Harm in main- 
* taining even the Doctrine of Mabomet, ex- 
cepting in the © Caſe of acting directly againſt 
the Dictates of Conſcience; * when the men- 
tioning of them as I did, was ſaying, not there 
was 10 Harm in being in their Errors, but 
that they would be certainly damned for be- 
ing in their Errors. But 2. ſuppoſing I had 
faid in general, without enumerating Particu- 
lars as I did, Humanum eſt errare, and had de- 
clared that ALL Mankind are in Error of 
one ſort or other, would your Lordſhip in- 
fer, that therefore I declare there i: no Harm 
in maintaining the particular Errors of any 
Heathen Nation, becauſe thoſe Heathens are 
Men ? For where is the difference? I men- 
tion, whilſt I am ſpeaking of Errors, Hea- 
thens and Mahometans, but declare I will not 
ſpeak a Word about them: Nor do I make a- 
ny uſe of them farther than to declare them 
to be Men, and conſequently in Error. Whe- 
ther their Errors are Practical or not Practi- 
cal, voluntary or involuntary, innocent or 
damnable in themſelves, I neither ſay, nor 
enquire; nor does my Argument make it ne- 
ceſſary. And yet your Lordſhip poſitively 
names me as the Man, who plaznly intimates 
that in any Caſe beſides the acting directly 
© againſt the Dictates of Conſcience, there is 
* no Harm in maintaining even the Doctrine 
* of Mahomet. Behold the Effects of Zeal, 
or Haſte, or Paſſion, when even the beſt and 
moſt ſerious Chriſtians can be worked up to 


ſuch Miſtakes ! 
| C 2 Your 


(2009 


Defenſe, Your Lordſhip in the next Words acknow- 
F. 20. Jedges that I © ſometimes ſpeak of Sincerity, 
and of ſearching after Truth. IT muſt thank 
your Lordſhip for this Conceſſion , and I ſhall 
only remark that you introduce it thus: 
I have no reaſon to conceal from you that 
© this Author, Cc. "Tis not for Me to 
point out to your Lordſhip what to conceal, 
and what not ; Yet permit me, my Lord, to 
ſay, that if you had conceal'd this, your De- 
Fence had been conſiſtent at leaſt. Nothing 
would have appear'd in it, inconſiſtent with {| 
my maintaining ALL Errors but Practical 


ones, to be innocent. But when your Lord- th 
ſhip allows, that I * ſometimes ſpeak of Sin- fr 
< cerity, and of ſearching after Truth, * --- ta 
this is in effect declaring that Inſmcerity, and kt 
Ca/ ele ſue ſi, or Neglect of ſearching after Truth, it 
is by me condemned, (as it conſtantly in th 


Fact 18) and that ſome Errors beſides practical el 
ones are puniſhable, Your Lordthip proceeds: hz 


Ibid. hut how far he extends theſe, [ Since- ſa 
F. 20. rity and ſcarching after Truth ] we may CC 
© learn from p. 13, &c. where we find that fo 
among ſimple Errors, which are not offen- to 
© ſive to, or puniſhable by God, he reck- co 
* ons thoſe which proceed from following tl 


© the Authority of other Men, ---- Thoſe N 

© which ſpring from preconceiv d Hypotheſes, 

and thoſe which are the Effects of predo» y 

* minant Paſions. * To underſtand the Force | 

of this Objection, I muſt add the Conſequence 

which 1s drawn from this Account of my F 

Notions by your Lordſhip. It is therefore 7 

no Fault at all in the Opinion of this Au- : 

p. 21, *© thor, to be led into Mahometiſm, or * , 

* delity, or ANY other Error whatſoever, ſa C 

long f 


( 21 ) 
© Jong as this Error doth not terminate in 
© Practice, even tho' we ſhould be thus led 
© either by our own Prejudices, or predominant 
© Paſtons. 
Now acknowledge that I have treated of 
Error as ariſing from Authority, preconceiv'd 
Hypotheſes, and predominant Paſions. And I 
am to obſerve 1. That in the Premiſes theſe 
| Three Heads are taken notice of; but in the 
Inference Two are only mentioned; Aut bo i- 
ty being for ſome Reaſon or other drop'd. 
But *tis fit our common Reader ſhould know, 
that in ſpeaking on this Topick, I confine 
the Innocency of thoſe Errors which ariſe 
from Authority ſolely to their being Irvolun- 
WJ tary, to their being not from want of Vill to 
know the Truth, but want of Power to attain 
it And I conclude that Head with declaring, 
the Faultineſs of Error to conſiſt in ſomething 
elſe beſides Authority. But your Lordſhip 
having drop'd this Head, either becauſe you 
{aw it nothing to your purpoſe, or becauſe I 
condemn'd implicit following our Guides, or 
for whatever reaſon elſe, I paſs it by too- 
to proceed to the 2d Topick, which 1s, pre- 
conceivd Hypotheſes, Tis aſſerted There, 
that Men © ought criticaily to examine the 
Principles they go upon; That, An 
* Hypotheſis may be receiv'd as true which 
may be falſe, or falſe which may be true, 
without any Wilfulneſs, Inſincerity, or Re- 
ſolution to maintain it right or wrong : 
* One may not ſee the Error for want of 
* Abilities; or by bewildring one's ſelf in 
intricate Means of diſcovering Truth, one 
* may ſit down with Error. * In THESE 
Caſes I declare I 2 no Harm that can en- 
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fue; As to the Caſe of Predominant Paſſions, ſu 
I ſpoke of ſuch only as were not our Faults, WW lic 
of ſuch in which we are perfectly involun- Hof 
tary, p. 12, 13. of ſuch which ſo poſſeſs the is 
Soul, as to leave the Man no liberty of Thought. WW to 
Pref. p. 6, 7. And in ſuch Caſes I declare 

it to be my Opinion, that we become the MW I' 
Ohjeds of Goodneſs and Mercy, not of Juſtice 

aud Severity. p. 12. Theſe are my own Aſ- p1 
ſertions in my own Words. And now I return it 
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proved, even upon Suppoſition that your a 


| to your Lordſhip's ſurpriſing Conſequence, i ſa 
© That, in my Opinion, 'tis no Fault to be WW 
[ © Jed into —_ by Prejudices or Pre- C 
N * dominant Paſtons, ſo long as the Error doth iſ © 
þ not terminate in Practice. IJ anſwer there- 1 
fore, 6 
h 1. That I have not ſaid one Word about I 
Z being © led intoMahometaniſm or Infidelity by* a 
. Prejudices or Paſſions. Nor have I ſaid any o 
* thing from whence ſuch a Conſequence can y 
N be iufer'd, as I am charged with. Yet your L 
1 Lordſnip has declared in the Face of the 1 
1 World, This to be © The Opinion of this Author,” t] 
. meaning Me. But, | | | 4 
| 2dly, Had your Lordſhip declared it to be 1 
? a Conſequence of the Opinion I maintained FL 
ly + ſure I am that ſuch Conſequence cannot be y 


ö Lordſhip had repreſented the Opinion juſt- d 
. ly. Had you declared it, I ſay, only a Con- MM 
| fequence of the Opinion I aſſerted, I would WF 7 
8 in my turn have declared that I abbor'd 
A and deteſted ſuch a Conſequence, But as tis b 
5 expreſly fixed as MY Opinion, I have a In 
# Right to demand of your Lordthip where 1.1 
# have declared or abetted any ſuch : Name 4 
l the Book, where ſo much as a Likenefs to 0 
1 e 
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ſuch an Opinion may be found, and I'll pul- 
lickly retract it, and publickly ask Pardon 
of God and the World. But if ſuch Opinion 
is not to be found, I ſhall be heartily ſorry 
to ſee ſuch Imputations countenanc'd by ſo 
great a Pen as your Lordſhip'ss Nay, 
I'll add, 

2dly, Your Lordſhip could not have im- 
puted this Notion to ME, no nor have made 


it a Conſequence from any thing I have 
= ſaid, had you fully confiderd your own 
Words, or what you deſign'd to lay to my 


Charge. Your Words are, © It is no Fault 
© at all to be led INTO Mabometiſm, &c. 
© ſo long as this Error doth not terminate 
in PRACTICE, Sc. Now if a Man be led 
INTO Mabometaniſm, he neceſſarily and un- 
avoidably muſt Practice according to the Rules 
of the Mabometan Religion, So that upon 
your own Account of my Principles, your 
Lordſhip ought to have ſaid, not that it ts 
NO Fault at all; but that it is even by 
the Author of The Innocency, &c. an allowed 
damnable Fault, I may have erred, perhaps, 
in ſpeaking ſo favourably of Prejudices, and 
predominant Paſſions, where we are not ourſelves, 
yet every Day's Experience confirms me more 
and more in my Hopes, that in ſuch extraor- 
dinary Caſes, We may be the Objects of Good- 
neſs and Mercy, and not of Fuſtice and Seve- 
rity, 

cannot conceive nor gueſs what it ſhould 
be that ſhould lead your Lordſhip into theſe 
Miſtakes of my Notions, unleſs it be that 
almoſt conſtant Care I had, in the Book un- 
der your Lordſhip's Diſpleaſure, to guard 
dur Actions as I have done. When I was 


ſpeak- 
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Inno. of ſpeaking of the Errors ariſing from Authority, 


Error, 
P. 10. 


( 44 ) 
I fay, * Let a Man but take Care of his Ac- 


tions, that they are good and regular, and for 


© his Notions let him uſe but common pru- 
© dence and Diſcretion, Cc. So likewiſe 
upon the Head of preconceiv'd Hypotheſes : 
© In theſe and ſuch like Caſes, if we guard 


_ © againſt evil Practices, if we take Care that 


P. 13. 


P. 9. 


our Adtions are but regular, and agreea- 


© ble to the Laws of Chriſt, I do not ſee F 


what Harm can enſue, * And upon the 
Subject of predominant Paſfions, I ſay, © Here 
* we muſt be very careful of our Adions, 
* and not imagine that predominant Paſſions 


* will excuſe wicked Adions. Theſe, and 


ſeveral ſuch like Cautions about our Aions 
ve, I imagine, the Notion to your Lord- 
ip, that I aſſerted * ALL Errors but Prac- 

* tical ones to be unblameable. * But your 
Lordſhip miſtakes the Deſign of thoſe Cau- 
tions entirely, if you take them in That 
Way: For that would be to contradict eve» 
ry thing I propoſed in writing that Tract. 
My Intention was to ſhew that God would 
not be extream to mark our Involuntary Miſ- 
takes; that as He would not puniſh ſuch, 
Men ought not to puniſh them; and that 
our Zeal ſhould be ſpent more againſt Vi- 
ces and Immoralities, than againſt Errors 
which are the Reſult of ſincere Enquiries, 
In this View I allowed no Errors to be in- 
nocent but ſtrictly Involuntary ones; none 
to be criminal, but © ſuch as ſpring from evil 
Choice, and cauſe the Will to be evil; 
* or ſuch as we embrace, knowing them to 
be Errors; or ſuch as we embrace or re- 
= tain thro' Prejudice, Sloth, and ſuch like 
; © * Cauſes, 
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© Catifes. * The Deſign therefore of thoſe 
Cautions about Practices was this, that They 
were the beſt Citeria whereby a Man might 
Judge how far he had acted with Simicerity * 
in his Searches > That if he was led to the 
commiſſion of any external Act, which yet. 
was forbidden by the Law of Chriſt, it would 
be a very great Motive for him to ſnſpe# him- 
ſelf to be wrong informed, and to build upon a 
Foundation which he ought not. Suppoſe 
a Man perſuaded in himſelf, that tis law- 
ful to perſecute Hereticks, and to compel 
them to come into the Church of God. Ima- 
pine him to have conſider'd this Point with 
the 2 Care and Application, and in 
Conſequence of this to be zealouſly affect- 
ed for the Doctrines of that -Church, or thoſe 
Fathers, which he fancies. This Error being 
by Suppoſition the Effect of Search and Ap- 
plication, and by him Invincible, the Author 
of The Innocency of Error, thinks it not pu- 
niſhable; but yet adviſes him to have a re- 
gard to his An, Why ſo ? Becauſe Ac- 
tions being uſually the Keſult of Opinions, 
and he being. puſhed on to commit what the 
Scripture in clear Terms forbids, viz. Murder, 
Impriſonment, and Perſecution for Religion, 
no other Thing can make him ſuſpe# tum-, 
ſelf; or give Rim an Opportunity of con- 
ceiving that he is miſtaken after all his Search- 
es. Not that even This will always produce 
this Efrect; but as I knew of no other Means 
ſo likely to raiſe in a Man's Mind Jealouſies 
aud Suſpicions of Miſtake and Error, as this; 
I thought it very proper to inſert thoſe Cau- 
D tions 


* 
1 
4s 
10 
4 


i 

| 

* 

f 

c 

2 

f 
of 

$ 


P. 21- 


In. of Fr 
P. a2. 


| 6 26 ) 
tions, which now I find ſo much miſtaken by 
„„ e 5 
But I muſt proceed to conſider the next 
Words of your Lordſhip's Defence to thoſe 
I have been conſidering. I am blamed, 
* ſays your Lordſhip, for having deſcribed 
it as the Opinion of ſome” Men, that Er- 
© rors oppoſite to the Chriftion Religion, but 
having no immediate tendency to Practice, 
© are innocent, — when they proceed from 
the Dictates of Conſcience: But here is 
an Author who affirms that the ſame Er- 
rors are innocent — when they immedi- 
ately ſpring from predominant Paſſions. 
To this I Anſwer. 1 | 
I. Your Lordſhip has here drop'd Preju- 
dices, as before you did Authority, and now 
place this Opinion entirely and ſolely upon 
what I have ſaid upon the Head of predo- 
minant Paſions. The Words which are pro- 
duced by you are theſe. * If any, paſſion 
© therefore predominates, and weighs, more 
* with us than the cobleſt Reaſon does, we 
cannot but err; *tis our Mitfortune, tis 
* our Frailty, tis our Infirmity, and we are un- 
happy init, but not our Fault or Crime, ? 
The illative Particle, therefore, plainly ſhews, 
that theſe Words are a Confequence of o- 
thers that precede, and confine the Senſe to 
That 0 Thoſe Words which immediate- 
ly precede are, Knowledge is not more in 
our Will, than Perception is; nor can 
* we help aſſenting to what we think has 
the beſt and cleareſt and moſt Proofs, We 
cannot aſſent to any Truth, but ſuch as 
* we judge of ourfelves, according to the 
Pro- 
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* Probabilities we have. If therefore, &c. 
The Paſſions then here ſpoken. of, are not 


faulty Paſſions ; not criminal ones; not ſach 


as are the Effects of Inſincerity or Diſho- 
neſty; but ſuch as the merciful God will 
Pity and have Compaſſion on, as our F-azltzes, 
becauſe he knows of what we are made. 
Had your Lordſhip conſider d that known 
Appellation of Sins of Infirmity, and what 
wi Relation they have to what I have 
call predominant Paſſions, I perſuade my ſelf 


you would not have imputed to me, as my Defenſe, 
Opinion, that“ Errors oppoſite to Chriſtiamty, P. 21. 


are Innocent when they ſpring from predom- 
* nant Faſtons. The Words T uſed perhaps may 
be improper, and ill convey to the Reader's 
Mind, the Ideas I have in mine; and I 
know not whether Errors of Infirmty may 
make me better underſtood, What I Gen 
was, that Wherever we are led into Errors, 
either thro* an unhappy Frame and Tem- 
perament which we cannot correct; or thro' 
any thing External which may cauſe them, 
which yet tis out of our P:wers to prevent, 
in theſe. Caſes I thought we were the Ob- 


* 


| Jedts of Mercy, not of Juſtice. Nor do I 


elieve that your Loxdſhip will determine 
this Point on the uncharitable Side; and ſay 
that God will puniſh Men in another Life 
for this fort of Errors. Whence then is it 
that you conclude, that I ſay that where 
predominant Paſicns are our Infirmitics, and 
not our Faults, that there I profeſs it my 
Opmior, that it is NO Fault to be led in- 
to Mabometaniſm by Paſions ? I am plainly 
ſpeaking of Caſes wherein we are abſolutely 
5 | D 3 Paffive ;, 
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Faſive; or ſo near it that our Agency is of 
no moment; and your Lordſhip ſpeaks of 
voluntary, indulged Paſtons, which are in re- 
ality ( however they may be in moral Lan- 
guage miſnamed ) indulged Agions. Your 
Lordſhip therefore muſt in common Juſtice 
acquit me of a Notion which I never have 
aſſerted, nor maintained: Nor can be dedu- 
ced more from my Principles than from eve- 
ry Man's who holds that there are Sins or 
Errors of Infirmity which will meet with 
Mercy. | 8-4 

What I think muſt have let your Lord- 
ſhip into my Meaning, had you conſider'd 
it with Candor, is the very next Sentence, 
We muſt be careful of our Actions, and 
not imagine that Predominant Paſſions will 
© excuſe Wicked Actions. For — if We ſuf- 
fer our Paſſions to take Fire, and break 
in upon our Duties, we become reſponſi- 
ble to the great Judge of all our Actions. f 
We cannot, I think, I hope, be guilty be- 
fore God of Wicked Actions, without the 
Concurrence of our Wills, Whilft we are 
Paſve, we cannot be accountable for Actions, 
becauſe we do not a# but are ated upon, 
But then as ſoon as We become Agents by 
permitting and indulging our Paſhons, We 
then are reſponfible, becauſe the Ad is our 
own, This I hope will ſatisfy your Lordſhi 
that in my Opinion, Errors that lead INT( 
Mahometaniſm and Infidelity, are not maintain- 
ed to be innocent and unblameable ; and 
that Practical Errors, or not Practical, is not 
of any Conſequence, but Voluntary and In- 
voluntary, the Effects of Sincerity or Ixſince- 
1 5 
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The next Step your Lordſhip takes, is, to Deferſs, 
P lead for Pardon, * if you had inadvertent-?. 21- 


ly miſtaken in ſome Points the Meaning 
* of thoſe Authors, (I ſuppoſe you would 
have ſaid, That Author, for you have na- 
med no body but the Author of The Innocency 
of Error) who ſeemd to you to UNDER- 
© MINE the great Truths of Chriſtianity, * 
Your Lordſhip's * Concern for the great 
Truths of Chriſtianity, * and your Guard 
againſt the pernicious Influence of evil 
PDoctrines, is certainly to be commended, 
But yet tis very conſiſtent to value and 
approve a real Concern for Chriſt , and ta 
vindicate one's ſelf from any unjuſt Imputa- 
tions, which may be inadvertently thrown 
out, thro'a haſty Zeal. I muſt therefore with 
all Deference beſeech your Lordſhip to name 
any One Great Truth of Chriſtianity, which that 
Book of mine under mines. If there be but One, 
tho your Lordſhip ſpeaks of more than One) 
if, I ſay, there is One great Truth of Chri- 
ſtianity undermined, I'1l deteſt the Book, and 
abhor my ſelf for writing it. If your Lord- 
ſhip means One or more great Truths (as 
they are call'd) of Men, fallible Men, I 
own, the more it undermines of Them, and 
the more it deſtroys, I ſhall rejoyce. But 
then I ſhall be ſorry to ſee any Chriſtian, 
much more to ſee your Lordſhip, confound- 
ing the Inventions of Men, and the Doc- 
trines of Chriſt ; or thinking it an ander mining, 
or weakning of Chriſtianity, to blow up the 
Rubbiſh that has ſo long defaced its Bean- 
ty. The Deſign of that Book was to teach 
People to bold the Unity of the Spirit in the 
"+ | Bond 
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Bond of PEACE, not in the Bonds of Hatred 
and Enmity, of Perſecutions and Cruelty : 
*Twas to make Love and Charity abonnd, 
by ſhewing the merciful and kind Diſpoſi- 
tion of God to his Creatures. *Twas to fe- 
cure the Orthodox from any abſurd At- 
tempts of erroneous Perſons, as much as to 
ſecure thoſe that may be reputed guilty of 
Errors, from any Violence from the Gethodtt: 


The World had long been acquainted with | 


the utmoſt Rigour of Severity us'd by thoſe, 
who in their Turns had been fined, and ba- 
niſh'd, and impriſon'd; and every Party of 
Chriſtians when undermoſt, has always com- 
plain'd of the Cruelty and Injuſtice of their 
Adverſaries. To ftrike at the Root of this 
Evil, which has been univerſally condemn'd; 


and to encourage Truth and Honeſty, and in- 
duſtrious Search, was my Deſign : And furely - 


This is not what your Lordſhip calls under- 
mining the great Truths of Chriſtianity © But 
till your Lordſhip vouchſafes to name theſe 
Great Truths of Chriſtianity, you muſt permit 
me to deny that I have ever deſignedly or 
undeſignedly, in Thought or Word ever at- 
tempted to undermine any One. And thus 
I paſs to : 
The zd Thing your Lordſhip was call'd 


upon for by the Writer of the Poſt 


Habe 
viz. © The Biſhop is obliged in Conſcience 
to name One ſerious Writer, who has affirm- 
* ed, that in order to be juſtified before God, 
© there is no need of any thing more than to 
* ad agreeably to our preſent Perſuaſion. * Your 
Lordſhip has made no Reply to this Demand 
Here, but we ſhall meet with the —_— A 
ä 6 
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The Innocency of Error, anſwerable for this 
three or four Pages off. | | 

The 4th Demand made upon your Lord- 
ſhip by that Writer of the Poſtſcript, was, 
* The Biſhop is in all Honour and Conſcience ps. p. 213. 
* obliged to name that Writer, whom he here 
© repreſents as teaching Sincerity, and the at- 
ing agrecably to a preſent inward Perſuaſion 
to be one-and the ſame Thing, without a- 
ny regard to the Means — uſe of for 
the ſettling this Fer ſuaſon. Your Lord- 
ſhip here has named Me, in theſe Words : 
Certain it is, that nothing more than this 
* viz, acting agreeably to a preſent inwar 
© Perſuaſion ] can poſhbly be implied in the 


„„ 


Sincerity of thoſe Men, who are blindly led 


by Authority, influenc'd by Prejudice, and 
govern d by predominant Paſtons, which is 
enough to my Purpoſe, Surely the No- 
tion of Sincerity in the Author of The In- 
nocency of Error, and others of the ſame 
Principles, [but no one elſe is named J 
* doth not imply the laying aſide all Paſ- 
* fron and Prejudice. | 

Tis hard, my Lord, that I am forced to com- 
plain of every Sentence, wherever your Lord- 
ſhip has taken occaſion to repreſent any of my 
Notions : That in ſo many Pages as your Lord» 


r 


K 


chip has ſpent upon my Book, I have not 


One Opinion fairly ſtated, or truly laid be- 
fore that Reverend Aſſembly to whom you 
ſpeak and write, I am here charg'd with 
not excluding all Paſſion and Prejudice, i. e. all 
voluntary Paſſion and Prejudice, out of my No- 
tion of Sinceyity. Whereas juſt the reverſe is 
true, and I contend only for the IE 
0 


1 | 
of ſuch Errors, as are Iuvoluntary, and not 
our own. I argue that Errors ariſing from 
preconceiv'd Hpotbeſes, which are taken up 
* without any Wilfulneſs, Inſincerity, or Re- 
© ſolution to maintain them right or wrong. 
are not damnable Errors: But notwithſtand- 
ing this, your Lordſhip charges me with de- 
fending the Sincerity of thoſe who are blind- 
ly led by Authority, and influenc'd by Preju- 
dice, If by Blindneſs your Lordſhip means 
wilful Blindneſs, I'll venture to aſſure your 
Lordſhip, that there is not a Sentence or 
a Word throughout the Book which counte- 
nances ſuch a Notion, Nor is that poſlible 
to he contain'd in my Notion of Sincerity, 
becauſe the Errors wou'd be Vqluntary in 


that Caſe ; which I have always condemn'd, 


"Tis the ſame which I have maintain'd a- 
bout predominant Paſſions : Not that we ſhall 
be juſtified if we are *© blindly govern'd by 
* them; but if thro' the Exceſs of them, 
in which we are Paſtve, and which Exceſs 


is not owing to ourſelves, we are forc'd to 


do Things, the contrary to which cool Rea- 
ſon dictates, we then become the Objects of 
Mercy and Goodneſs, not of Juſtice and Se- 
verity. Beſides, your Lordſhip might have 
{cen that I make the erroneous Perſon in 
this Caſe, an Obje& of Mercy and Goodneſs, 
which is not pleading perfect Innocence fo 
much as ſome Guilt ; tho' fo circumſtantia- 
ted, as to exclude Severity and rigid Juſ- 
tice, in a good and merciful Being. What 
J contend for, I will leave with your Lord- 
ſhip in Arch-Biſhop ITillot ſon s Words, Pofth, 
Serm, Vol. 3. P. 108, — 110. If we - 
* the 
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© the Caſe of ſome that were very ſincere, 
© after they have held out a great while 
* under the Extremity of Torments, have at 
© laſt fainted under them, and in this A- 
mazement and Diſtraction have not lon 

* after expired without any Teſtimony o 

© their Repentance. © In this Caſe both Rea- 
* ſon and Charity ought. to reftrain us from 
« palling any very poſitive and ſevere Sen- 
© tence üpon the State of ſuch Perſons. 
For what do we know but God, Whoſe 
* Goodneſs will certainly, make all the Al- 
© lowance to Humane Frailt) that Reaſon can 
require, ( for He Triows' whereof we are 
© made, Rc.) may gracionfly be pleas d to 
K accept Frith a Degree of conſtant Suffering 
© of great Forments for ſo long a Time for 
© 2 true Martyrdom, and not expect a mote 
than Human Patience and Reſolution, &c. 
© Without ſome ſuch equitable Conſideration 
© of the Cafe of ſuch Perſons it will be very 
hard to reconcile n of things 
© ' with the oadneſi of God, G. e 

I own thar this 13 4 Profeſſor of an Error 
thro” preqdominant Paffiont, aud Infitmity, 
rather than the actual Being in One ariſing 
frum the ſame Source. But then if the Ef- 
fect of Error, wherein there is a mixture of 
Agency, be what will be excuſed, much more 
muft füch an Error it felf, wherein we are 


perfectly involuntary, and merely paflive. 


In my Account of Predominont Paſfons, your 
Lordſhip now will fee that I do not, I can- 
not, reckort him a fimcere Man who is © blind- 
hy governed by Paſfons,* and thus acts agreea- 
bly to a-prefent inward Perſuaſion : For I 
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condemn ſuch a Perſon as having a faul 
Will, and not being careful in his Searc 
after Truth. Your Lordſhip's Repreſenta- 
tion of this Place is, as if I juſtified any 
Perſon, who acts agreeably to a preſent Per- 
ſuaſion, let him come by it wilfully or not. 
I. plead for the Man who falls into Error 
thro' mere Infirmity or Neceſſity ; and this 
is, with very hard Reflections, changed into 
pleading for one who falls in thro' wilful 
Blindneſs and Choice, Theſe things, my Lord, 
ought not to be. 


ps P. 218. The 5th and 6th Thing your Lordſhip 


was call'd upon to prove, by the Vriter of 
the Poſtſcript, were theſe; © Name the Wri- * 


© ter Who has maintain'd that equal Degrees 
© of Sincerity will in all Caſes entitle Men to— 
equal Rewards in Heaven. And, to produce 
* the Writer who has declared Sincerity to 
* conſiſt in a Man's doing a particular Ac- 
tion without Remorſe or Hefitation. * I do 
not find that the Author of The Innocency 
of Error is charg'd with maintaining either 
of theſe Notions, by your Lordſhip , unleſs 
it be that I, being expreſly charged with 
the Premiſes, muſt be underſtood to hold and 
maintain the Conſequences which you have 
drawn from them. However, as I deny ab- 
ſolutely both theſe Conſequences, I muſt 
beg of your Lordſhip to name the Writer 
who has expreſly held them. The Change, 
and the Abuſe of Words is here ſo palpable 
in making, without Remorſe and Heſitation, to 
ſignify, Sincerity, that excepting in the pre- 
fent Controverſy, 'twill be hard to find a 


Parallel to it: And your not attempting 
to 


Ne W 
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oF BW, 
to ſpeak a Word about it in your Defence, 
makes me perſuade my ſelf, that your Lord- 
ſhip ſaw it, and was willing that it ſhould 
drop in Silence; juſt as there are ſome o- 
ther Paſſages of your Charge, in which Iam 
not concerned, which juſtly ſhocked every 
Reader; and which now ſeem to be given up 
as indefenſible, ſince nothing is ſaid in their 
Defence. 

There is but One Thing more wherein Ican 
think my ſelf concern'd in your Lordſhip's De- 
Fence of yourCharge, and that is, that whereas 
the Biſhop of Bangor has declared, that in 
the Sentence which gave occaſion to the Con- 
troverſy about Sincerity, he was ſpeaking en- 
tirely about Chriſtians in a Chriſtian Country, 
your Lordſhip from Mr, Stebbing aſſures us, 


that ſome who have taken great Pains to p. 29. 


* defend the. Biſhop of Bangor, * and could 
not want Means to know his true Senti- 
ments, have extended the Doctrine of Sin- 
© cerity to Unbelievers as well as others. 

If, my Lord, Sincerity be a Duty, and the 


Practice of it a Virtue, Infidels muſt exer- 


ciſe it as well as Believers, and thus the 
Doctrine of Sincerity is extended * to them. 
The Favour of God too has been extended 
by my ſelf and others to Unbelievers too: 


Nor can this, I hope, be any Crime, becaufe p. 30. 


your Lordſhip does not © doubt but Sincerity 
is a very prevailing Motive to the Mercy 
of God to extend his Compaſſion to ſuch Un- 


© believers 2s are poſleſs'd of this good Qua- 


* 


F lity. * But then, cannot the Favour of 
God be equally extended to all Unbelievers 
who are equally Sincere, without placing all 
E 2 ſuch 
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liar Ting! Chriſt has rocured PE 
HIS Cath ful 1 Saba fs, who are and muſt be 
Believers ? Orw hy. muſt the "Compariſon 


be run betyixt Believers and Unheleyers, ver 
cauſe the Sincerity : 15 each is the ſam 
Unbelievers that axe Sincere may be in fog 
Favour of God, 29 admitted to the Bk 
offi mch becauſe the Belief in ſeſus 
Chriſt 1 wn a Capacity, which bnfidels, have not; for 
A pecul iar 7 * ree of a and dhe 
Rewards of God will equa — Follow equal Sin- 
cerity only where ,every Capacity is equal. 
When therefore your Lordſhip ſays, that 
* ſhould any Prince, 17 — profeſs that Re- 
* wards ſhould equally follow every. equal De- 
* gree of Merit, you muſt preſuppoſe equal 
Capacities in the Subject, and the Prince 
able to reward equal Merit equally, and in 
the ſame Degree. If therefore Heathens hail 
equal Capacities, and equal Merit, (to conti- 
nue the uſe of that improper Word) they 
would have their Reward in the ſame De- 
gree. But no Man ever ſaid that they had 
equal Capacities, and egual Merit, Sincerity a- 
lone not being Both theſe. To, the Be- 
lief of Chriſt, : peculiar Reward is promi- 
Ted, which 1s not promiſed to them that. do 
not believe. Suppoſe now Sincerity in a 


Chriſtian, and in an Unbeliever exactly the 


romiſe of Reward 
liever in a Station 


eculiar 
ets the 


ſame, yet the 
made to Beltef, 


1 to himſelf, 

But, my Lord, theſe are trifling Reſearch- 
es, of no great Uſe that I know of, The 
real Controverſy, and which I ſhould re- 

| Joice 
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joice to ſee clearly Rated; is, How. far bare 
Error, the Rafal: of Search and Induſtry; 
1 e a Man, ont uf . Rot of 
Will, a Man that nuſtakes any Dor- 
= of 05 Che tiagity, be; quite out of t be Fa» 
VOur d, on account pt ſuch his Miſ- 
take ? 15h his- EGS, taken up after — 
exact. pA ſuppoſing * to he in 
Matters of the utmoſt Conſequence, make 
him pbnoxious to the  Frath; of God 2 
Theſe would be Enquiries worth vor Word- 
ſhap's, Trouble ; and would tend to the Peace 
of the Chriſtian, World: And when-theſe 
are ſettled,” I dp not queſtion but we may 
adjuſt , the Title to the outward Privileges 
* of the Church, with eaſe; and find the 
true Grounds of fixing upon a laſting Ba- — 
ſis, what your Lordſhip calls, bee outward * __— 
6 + State of Religion. | BH 


My LORD, 

I had not troubled your Lordſhip in this 
publick manner, had not I been repreſent- 
ed, as an Underminer of our common Chri- 
ſtianity, and an Encourager of even Mabo- 
metiſm and Infidelity, and in this View mark- 
ed out by your Lordſhip, to your Clergy. 
I cannot be fo much a Stranger to Man- 
ind, as to be ignorant, that your Lord- 
ip's Cenſure will make that Pamphlet 
however defpicable in it ſelf, exactly read 
and conſider d, and eyery little Miſtake o- 
er critically . I am ſenſible how 
hard a thing it is to be free from Miſtakes 
But I do not think it any hard Thing 
to d eee them and to amend, I 


Ac- 


638) 

acknowledge the Terms, Predominant Paf- 
ſions, not to be ſo clear and expreſſive of 
my Mind as I could wiſh, tho' They were the 

opereſt Terms I then could think of. They 

ave led your Lordſhip into a very great Miſ- 
take about my Meaning ; and if a Man of 
your Lordſhip's Abilities can be miſled by 
them, Others may much more eaſily miſtake 
them. There may be other Words as improper 
as theſe : But tis not Words, but 45 8 
which I would inſiſt on. If your Lord- 
ſhip will be ſo kind as errant? comiter 
monſtrare viam, to put me in the Way where 
I am out of it, this Condeſcenſion in you 
will lay a perpetual Obligation upon 


4 My LORD, 
Your Lordſhip's 


moſt obedient Servant, 


Art bur Aſbley Sykes 
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